were aggregated, and so they have been eliminated from the survey). From 1864 the Registrar -General was charged by statute with the responsibility for collecting mortality statistics, including causes of death, and these continue to the present day.5 The Figure plots the death rates from diabetes mellitus in Ireland from 1833 to 1983 compiled from these two sources. 1833 1843 1853 1863 1873 1883 1893 1903 1913 1923 1933 1943 1953 1963 1973 1983 Before analysing the trends it is important to discuss the different ways by which these statistics were obtained. Table V) . 18 If the suggested connection between rising sugar consumption and the rising incidence of diabetes is correct, then the growing wealth of nineteenth century Ireland brought to its people a disease of affluence. In conclusion, deaths from diabetes mellitus rose during the second half of the nineteenth century, the greatest increase occurring during the closing decades and into the twentieth century. Parallel with this rise were significant dietary changes. Total carbohydrate intakes fell, while sugar and fat consumption increased. Which, if any, of these factors was the cause of the increased incidence of diabetes mellitus remains a major epidemiological question, and will require prospective as well as retrospective historical study.
